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our Fathers: “‘ Is it true,” they said to them, ‘‘ that
he whom you honor is more powerful than our
Demons? Let him manifest his power. Entreat him
to bring back to life this woman, who has lost the
use of her senses, and is about to lose her life,—at
least, that she may be delivered of her child before
she dies. If he grant your prayers, you shall dis-
pose of the child; you may instruct it and administer
Baptism to it, and no one will oppose you.” Our
Fathers went to the place where the sick woman was,
and recommended her to God and to the prayers
of St. Ignatius. That great Saint was not long
unheard. At that very hour, the dying woman was
happily delivered of her child, who was full of life.
The mother’s health returned; all gave glory to God,
and acknowledged that it was he alone who was
worthy of being adored.

It is not difficult to induce these people to have
recourse to God in their necessities; and if the Here-
tics, who claim that Faith without works can justify,
[132] were to come to this country to teach their
error, they would find our savages quite in accord
with them. For, if they were allowed to live as
barbarians, they would soon become Christians. But,
when we tell them that, in order to honor God and
to be happy in Heaven, they must abandon vice; live
as men, and not as beasts; think more of their souls,
that are immortal, than of a body that will rot after
death; finally, that with Faith good works are
needed,—that is what seems difficult to them, what
frightens and repels them from the holiness of our
mysteries; and that alone makes them hostile to us.

Our Fathers soon experienced this, amid this nomad
people. For, when it was necessary to come to the



